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THE SPECIALIST Israel-France-Germany-Belgium-Austria

15/10 18:30 SALA 
CINEMATECA

16/10 17:50 ESTAÇÃO
VITRINE

19/10 16:15 CINEARTE

     He was a commonplace type, a
government employee, obedient and 
zealous of his duties. His job was to
deport thousands of people to 
concentration camps during the Second
World War. His name: Adolf Eichman. He 
is the subject of this documentary that
retells the trial of the Nazi criminal in 
Jerusalem in 1961 and that for the first
time shows a higher échelon SS officer
talking about his "work".

     Eichman is a man of fifty, of medium
height and with a strange nervous tic. 
From 1941 until 1945, he was
responsible for deporting Jews to concentration camps, a task that he describes in a manner
that is oppressively bureaucratic and precise. During all of the trial, he remains sitting inside a
glass "cage", surrounded by piles of documents on which he makes annotations and which he
consults. He does the best he can to show his conflicts between professional duty and moral
conscience, but coldly adds that no one can accuse him of having done a "job badly done".

     The contrast between the monstrosity in Eichman's crimes and the mediocrity of the accused
in itself results in a frightening portrait of a commonplace person, but with unlimited powers. A
film carried out through 350 hours of scenes recorded by Leo Hurwitz during the Eichman trial.

  

 

Director : Eyal Sivan

Screenplay : Eyal Sivan, Rony Brauman

Edition : Audrey Maurion

Producer : Erich Lackner, Martine
Barbé, Amit Breuer

Production :
Momento, France 2 Cinéma,
Amythos, Noga TV, Bremer 
Institut, WDR, Lotus Film,
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Born in Haifa in 1964 and 
today living in France.
Acknowledged director of 
documentaries, Sivan uses
a camera as a means of 
political expression. In 1987,
his first documentary 
Passing Through was
awarded a prize at the 
French film festival Cinéma
du Reel. A further six
televison documentaries 
include Izkor - Les
Esclaves de la Memoire
(1990) and Itsembatsemba,
Rwanda - A Genocide 
Later.


